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Public Utility Commission
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION ISSUES RECOMMENDATIONS
TO ACCELERATE ELECTRIC VEHICLE USE IN VERMONT
Montpelier, VT, June 27, 2019 – Today the Vermont Public Utility Commission (“Commission”)
issued a report that describes ways to promote the ownership and use of electric vehicles (“EVs”) in
Vermont. The report sets forth extensive recommendations for actions to be taken by State
government, electric utilities, and third-party suppliers and installers of EV charging equipment to
accelerate the transition to electric transportation. Recommendations include creating State incentives
for the purchase of EVs and encouraging electric utilities to develop new rate structures that make
Vermont an economically welcoming place for both EV drivers and charging station operators.
The transportation sector is the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in Vermont. Despite
strong State policy designed to combat climate change, fossil-fuel emissions in Vermont continue to
rise – due in large part to emissions from cars and trucks. With its reliance on gasoline and diesel,
transportation accounts for 47% of the state’s greenhouse gas emissions – outdistancing all other
sectors, including residential and commercial heating. For this reason, Vermont’s Comprehensive
Energy Plan aims to increase the share of renewable energy in Vermont’s transportation sector to
10% by 2025 and 80% by 2050. The Plan also seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the
transportation sector by 30% by 2025.
As of January 2019, there were 2,985 EVs registered in Vermont. Estimates for how many EVs must
be registered in Vermont to meet the goals set forth in the Comprehensive Energy Plan range from
50,000 to 60,000 vehicles by 2025. The pace of EV adoption needed to reach 60,000 vehicles by
2025 is an approximately 54% compound annual growth rate.
“If Vermont is going to meet its statutory greenhouse-gas reduction goals, it is critical that we do
everything possible to encourage the switch to electric vehicles. Besides fighting climate change, this
will also save Vermonters money in driving and maintenance costs,” said Commission Chair
Anthony Z. Roisman. “The Commission appreciates the considerable time and effort that a large
number of participants put into this investigation.”
The Commission’s report is the product of a nine-month investigation that consisted of a series of
written filings and all-day workshops. Participants included representatives of State agencies, electric
utilities, environmental advocates, charging networks, and other members of the public and private
sectors.
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The Commission opened the investigation and prepared the report in response to Section 25 of Act
158 of the 2017-2018 Vermont legislative session. For more information about the investigation or
the report, contact: PUC Deputy General Counsel John Cotter, 802-828-2358,
john.cotter@vermont.gov.
The report can be found on the PUC website.
The July 1, 2019, report, as well as all other orders and documents related to the investigation, can be
found by searching for Case No. 18-2660-INV on ePUC, the Commission’s online documentmanagement system.
###

