List of Topics of Interest to the Bioenergy Break out group
The purpose of this list is to document topics that the break out group feels need to be addressed at some point in both the work of the consultants and as decision points to be reviewed by the TAG. It is not intended, at this point to be specific agenda items for TAG meetings taking place in the short term. As these issues are addressed, the Break out group will want to review the material and possibly forward the topics for a more general discussion with the full TAG.

A general topic of interest is the clear documentation of the version of GREET that is used in the many calculations for carbon intensity being developed by Opinion Dynamics. When Opinion Dynamics uses the product of other consultants (e.g. NV5), to be clear about the version of the GREET used for those carried-over calculations.
It is our understanding that there are different versions of GREET:
· A regular version (changing each year)
· One for R&D purposes
· Thermal applications (different from transportation)
Similarly, if the approach used in determining carbon intensity is supported by approaches used in IPCC or other recognized projects, a reference to those projects is helpful.

More specifically
1) What are the transportation assumptions for the movement of fuel oil/kerosene/propane and the renewable or bio-versions of those fuels. (In Oregon, different non-fossil fuels are assigned different emission factors based on the distance the fuel is moved from its production to its end use in Oregon)
2) For bio-diesel and renewable diesel from crop-based feedstocks, how will the carbon intensity value include 
a. the Vermont-located combustion emission
b. the (almost always out of state) sequestration associated with crop growth
c. the land use change associated with crop growth
3) For bio-diesel and renewable diesel from waste food oil feedstocks, how will the carbon intensity value include
a. The Vermont-located combustion emission
b. An avoided emission factor based on the fate of the waste feedstocks if not incorporated into a heating fuel
4) For woody biomass, will ANR continue to provide a supplement to the GHG inventory that includes carbon intensity values for wood combustion. And will Opinion Dynamics be using that figure or some other figure for wood combustion.
a. Are those figures going to differentiate chips, dry chips, pellets from mill residue, pellets from harvested trees, cord wood
b. How do those figures incorporate land use changes that may result from different harvesting practices associated with extracting timber for thermal applications
5) How will avoided methane releases be incorporated into the carbon intensity calculations for renewable natural gas and bio-gas? Will there be differentiation of Vermont based projects and projects taking place out of Vermont where VGS accesses the product?
6) Will there be a single value for the carbon intensity value for electricity generation and is that value based on the ISO-NE generation mix or a Vermont-specific generation mix?  Will there be multiple values based on time of day-time of year differences in generation mix?
7) Will credit values be differentiated for projects taking place in buildings with different heating fuels? (I.e. will a project in a building heated by fuel oil receive more credits than a similar project in a building relying on electric resistance heat or heat pumps?)
8) Will bio-gas  or RNG used for electric generation be considered for Clean Heat Measures (particularly if those projects are linked to thermal sector electrification projects)?
